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Sw sung tin Chua dich thuc khong day con nguoi ra khoi thé giGi nhung
lam cho con nguoi c6 nang luc dé song tot hon trong dé va kich thich
nhitng no 5 lwe cuia ho dé cdi thién né.

William Penn

Giéng nhw tat ca nhitng nha gido duc lon dich thyc trong mot xa hoi tw
do, Kerr xem twong lai nhir cdi gid d& ciia nhiéu kha ning c6 thé 1om hon
nita va do do co y nghia dao dirc. Voi tw cach la mot nha lanh dao, ong
nhdn ldy sw mao hiém dé gin gitk mot the ché va dé chuan bi twong lai cua
né. Trdi nghiém ciia éng nhdc nhé tat ca ching ta vé sy can thiét bdo vé
sw doc lap tri thic cua dai hoc. Sw lanh dao doi hoi phai chién ddu ¢
nhiéu chién triong, ngay ca & nhitng chién truong ngudi ta cho doi mot
sw that bai tam thoi.

Harold T. Shapiro

“Néu ban thdy budn té voi
Berkeley thi ban s& buon té
v6i cude dot.”

Clark Kerr

"'William Penn (1644-1718) la nguoi Quaker thudc dong quy tdc tir Anh sang My thanh 1ap bang Pennsylvania
trong nhitng nam 1680. Vua Anh Charles II tra no cho bb 6ng bang mot thira dat rong 45.000 dim vudng (~
116.000 kmz) tai Pennsylvania (c6 nghia 1a canh rung cua Penn). Bang nay qui ty nhitng ngudi Quaker tir Anh
do Penn té chtc dwa qua, ciing nhu nhirng nguoi cua cac tin ngudng khac bi nguoc dai ¢ chau Au. O do6 viéc
hanh dao va tu do tin ngudng dugc bao dam cho tat ca moi nguoi.



bo1 nét vé tac gia co thé giup hiéu thém gia tri cudn sach, hiéu thém mot cude doi rat dang
suy ngam. Cdc cong dung cua dai hoc dugce viét cach day dung nira thé ky (1963-2013), duoc
b6 sung sau lan va két thac 12 nam trude (2001). Tac gia qua doi cach day tron 10 nim
(2003-2013).

Clark Kerr sinh ngay 17 thang 5, 1911, con cua mét gia dinh nha nong & bang Pennsylvania,
qué huong dédu tién cua nhitng ngudi Quaker & Hoa Ky, c6 hoc thirc va xem trong gido duc.
Trong thoi gian theo hoc & Swarthmore college dng gia nhap to chirc nhitng ngudi Quaker
(Hoi ton gido cua nhitng nguoi ban, Religious Society of Friends, ma ong tr¢ thanh thanh
vién sudt doi), cé nhitng hoat dong thién nguyén dé giup d& ngudi nghéo thoi Pai suy thoai,
tir d6 ong bo ¥ dinh hoc luat dé hoc kinh té tai Berkeley va lam luén an tién st dudi sy hudng
dan cua gido su Paul Taylor, mot nha kinh té nong nghiép tién bo (ttng tu véan cho Viét Nam).
Ong di thyc té nhiéu, dan dan c6 kinh nghiém dac biét trong viéc dan xé&p trong cac cudc tranh
chap lao dong, va tré thanh mot trong tai ndi tiéng.

Ong day nim nim ¢ DPai hoc Washington, Seattle, trude khi trd vé Berkeley nam 1945 voi tu
cach giam dbc cua vién nghién ctru cac quan hé cong nghiép vira dugc thanh 1ap. Khi cudc
tranh cdi vé “tuyén thé trung thanh” tai UC Berkeley nd ra nim 1949 (thoi chu nghia
McCarthy), Kerr trd thanh n6i tiéng 1a nguoi bao vé 31 gido su bi sa thai vi tir chéi ky vao ban
tuyén thé. Cong viéc thang loi. Ong trd thanh tiéng néi cua 1y tri, mot ngudi thuong thuyét
tinh tdo va mdt nguoi hoa gidi cé nang luc. Khi nhitng nha quéan tri thanh 1ap chic hi¢u
truong (chancellor) dau tién cua trudng dai hoc Berkeley, Kerr tré thanh su chon lya t6t nhat
dudi mat moi ngudi.

Trong thoi gian sdu nam tai Berkeley, Kerr tip trung vao viéc “an dan”, 1am cho doi sng cua
campus c6 nhiéu chit séng va dan chu hon, stra chita lai nhiing thi¢t hai cia “tuyén th¢ trung
thanh”, va xay dung trac viét, mo rong vé vat chit ciing nhu vé hoc thuat cia campus can thiét
dé don 1y tran hong thuy sinh vién sap dén dau nhitng ndm 1960 tran vao dai hoc, hé qua cua
dot “baby boom” sau thé chién.

Niam 1958, khi ngudi tién nhiém Robert G. Sproul nghi huu, Kerr dugc bau ngay vao chirc
chu tich Pai hoc California. Ong 1 kién trac su va ngudi thuc hién va giam sat cua chuong
trinh chi huy thuc hién Quy hoach téng thé cta giao duc dai hoc cong cta California, dugc
ban hanh ndm 1960 dudi thoi Dwight D. Eisenhower, nhiam tao su tang truong trat tu trong
khuon khé hé thong ba cap dugc phan khuc. Pong thoi 6ng ciing tién hanh sy phan quyén
quén 1y trong hé thong dai hoc.

Trong nhiém ky minh, Kerr thyc hién nhiéu chuong trinh phat trién, nhu xay dung, bd tri
nhan sy, va mé thém ba campus Pai hoc UC & céac vi tri Santa Cruz, San Diego, va Irvine.
Céc don vi hién hitu ¢ Davis, Santa Barbara, va Riverside dugc m¢ rong thanh céac “campus
tong hop” (“general”), nhan duoc nhitng co hdi binh ding véi cac campus khac dé tham gia
vao dao tao graduate va nghién ctu.

Quy hoach téng thé nay nhiam chia hé thong trudng cong cia gido duc cip sau trung hoc
thanh ba hé thong truong voi cac vai trd khac nhau: hé thdng Pai hoc California (University
of California, UC, gém 10 truong nhu UC Berkeley, UC Los Angeles, UC San Diego,..., la
nhimg dai hoc nghién ctru 16n), hé théng cac Pai hoc bang California (California State
Colleges, CSC, gdbm 23 trudng nhu San José State, San Francisco State, Cal State L.A.,...voi
bang cir nhan va thac si) va hé thdng cac Pai hoc Cong dong California (California
Community Collges, CCC, gém 112 trudong dugc thanh 1ap nam 1967, véi hé hai nam, co thé



chuyén tiép 1én cac CSC hay UC sau d6). Hé thong gido duc ba cap nay c6 muc dich diéu hoa
cac nhu cau dai hoc, xac dinh ning luc cua tumg hoc vién phu hop voi tung loai dai hoc, bao
dam tinh trac viét (excellence) va su tlep can gido duc bc cao cho tat ca moi nguoi khong
phan biét sic toc hay gioi tinh. Néu tong thong J. F. Kennedy trong bai dién van vé& Quyén
ddn sy ndm 1963 néi dén “sy binh dang ve co hdi” cho cac mau da, thi tai California, bang
dau tién ctia Hoa Ky, m6 hinh gido duc dai hoc méi dem lai co hoi thuc hién sy binh ding iy
mdt cach thuc chét. Sy bink ding vé co héi trd thanh co héi cho s binh dding.

Mac du sinh ra trong mét gia dinh nha néng ¢ Pennsylvania vao thoi ky chi c6 khong qua 5
phan tram thanh nién My duoc vao college, nhung Kerr tin rang mdi sinh vién can duogc
quyén theo hoc college, bat luan gia dinh ho c6 thé dam dwong dugc hay khong. Ngay nay,
“mbi sinh vién hay nha lanh dao campus con dang sdng déu chiu on niang d6i voi Clark Kerr,
chinh vi tAm nhin va sy quyét tam tdo bao cua 6ng da gilp tao ra dai hoc hién dai, va y tuong
rang sinh vién tir tit ca cac thanh phan xa hoi déu co thé tiép can college”, nhu David Ward
noi, chu tich cua Ho1 déng giao duc My, va cuu chu tich Pai hoc Wisconsin tai Madison.

Cha tich Dai hoc California, Clark Kerr, 1964.
Courtesy UC Berkeley.

TIME ngay 17.10.1960 CourtesyTIME



Kerr khong cha truong c¢6 “ngon co dau” (flagship) nhu cac hé thong dai hoc cong cia cac
bang khac. “To6i ung hd sy da dang trong DPai hoc California. Thay vi chi c6 mot hay hai
campus khong 16, chiing ta nén c6 nhiéu campus dugc phan bd khip bang, v6i qui mé hop 1y,
phung sy cac cong dong chinh cta bang. Mdi mot campus nén c6 sy khac biét — co tinh cach
riéng, dic tinh riéng, va c6 y thirc riéng vé ban sac”, Kerr néi. Trong tinh than nay, Pai hoc
California Los Angeles nhan dugc cai ma Kerr goi 1a “mdt vi tri dudi &nh mat troi”, nhiing
ngudn lyc ngang bang véi Berkeley trong phan 16n cac lanh vuc.

Kerr quyét tam khong nhiing mé rong hé théng dai hoc, tao su dan chu hod gido duc, ma con
theo dudi nang tinh canh tranh va tao sy trac viét cho Pai hoc California. Trong sudt qua trinh
tang truong manh mé& vé qui mo, chat luong cua hé théng gido duc ciia bang khong bao gio
giam st ma con ting 1én. Ai hoc tai dai hoc Berkeley, chic mot 1an nghe cau néi hom hinh
nay cta Clark Kerr: “Néu ban thdy buon té voi Berkeley thi ban sé buon té véi cudc doi.”

Trong bai dién vin khai mac nim 1958, véi tu cach 1a chu tich méi cua (hé théng) Pai hoc
California (UC), con dugc goi 1a “dai hoc ngan dim”, 6ng noéi nhicu vé gia tri va vai tro ciia
tri thirc va dai hoc:

“Trong mit ctia cong chung, cac dién vién trén vii dai thé gidi c6 thé 1a cac van dong vién
va céac chinh tri gia, tuéng lanh va nha ngoai giao, nhung khong ai c¢6 thé dam lam ngo cac
16p hoc, cac phong thi nghiém va thur vién, nhiing thir von & hau trudng nhung & do lich sir
that sy duoc lam ra.”

“Két luan lai, dai hoc trai qua nhiéu thé ky da chuyén tr vai tro ciia n6 nhu nguoi canh gitt
ctia qua khir sang vai trd nguoi kham pha cia tuong lai; va trong cudc chuyén do6i nay dai
hoc tré thanh mét trong nhiing tiéu diém 16n cua nd luc nhan loai. Dé tao ra tri thic mai,
dao tao nhitng nguoi dan 6ng va phu nit c6 thé sir dung tri thirc méi, dé lam cho tri thirc nay
bao ham toan dién, do d6 trd thanh ngudi phuc vu, hon 13 ngudi cha cia con ngudi, dé gitp
con nguoi hiéu nhitng gia tri ma tri thic nay can dugc lam ra dé phuc vu--d6 1a nhimng
nhiém vu 16n cia dai hoc trong viéc thic ddy xa hoi cong nghiép dang dién ra khip noi trén
thé gidi. o 1a nhitng nhi€ém vu cua Pai hoc California trong mdt thoi dai khi ma gia tri cua
tri thirc 1a hién nhién hon bao gio hét so véi trude day- mdt thoi dai cua su trién khai tri tué
than thoai nhét trong lich sir nhan loai. D6 ¢6 thé 1a mot Thoi dai vang dich thyc trong doi
séng ctia Pai hoc California, va c6 thé tré thanh mot Thei dai vang cua nhan loai.”

Gidng nhu nhimg 101 tuyén ngdn hanh dong trude khi éng budc cao 1én vii dai dai hoc.

C.P. Snow da viét vé Pai hoc California: “Va gid day thanh tyu khoa hoc cia Hoa Ky dang
chuyén dong ¢ téc d6 ma chung ta phai ldy lam kinh ngac. Hiy nghi vé ‘chom sao’
(constellation) dang ngac nhién cua tai nang, dac biét trong nganh khoa hoc vat ly, kéo dai
doc theo b bién California, tir Berkeley va Stanford dén Pasadena va Los Angeles. Khong c6
chd ndo co su tap trung tai ning gidng nhu thé trén thé gidi. Pidu d6 doi khi lam ngac nhién
nhitng ngudi chdu Au dé nhan thic ring c¢6 bao nhiéu khoa hoc thuan tuy ciia toan thé
phuong Tay dugc thuc hién & Hoa Ky. That 1a ky la, diéu d6 gay ca ngac nhién cho chinh
nhiing nguoi My.”

Néu ‘cao nguyén’ tri tué chay tir Boston dén Washington bén bd bién phia Dong, voi cac dai
hoc va phong thi nghiém cua nd, chiém 46% céc giai Nobel ctia Hoa Ky, thi ‘rang nti’ thir hai
doc theo bo bién California phia Tay chiém t6i 36%. Diy nai han 1am thir ba cia My 1a
‘Mudi 6ng anh ca’ (Big Ten, bao gém céac dai hoc Northwestern, Michigan State, Purdue,



Illinois, Michigan, Penn State, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio State, lowa va Indiana) va
Chicago chiém 10%. Cac trung tam trac viét thuong c6 khuynh hudng két lai nhau.

Con dudng 128 quanh Boston, va cac phirc hop cong nghiép 1on phat trién tai ving vinh San
Francisco va Nam California phan anh cac dai hoc trong cac khu vuc nay. Bao cdo Gilpatric
ciia Bo qudc phong cho biét co6 41 phan trim hop dong qubc phong danh cho nghién ciru
trong tai khod 1961 dugc trao cho California, 12 phén tram cho New York, va 6 phﬁn tram
cho Massachusetts, tong cong gan 60 phan trim, Iy do mot phan vi day ciing 1a nhiing “trung
tam hoc thuat”.

Dai hoc California (UC) ngay nay tuyén 200.000 sinh vién, c6 160.000 giang vién va nhan
vién. UC c6 10 campus, 5 truong y khoa va bénh vién giang day, ba truong luat, hon 600
trung tdm, vién va chuong trinh nghién ctru. Hon 100 thu vién ctia UC c6 khoang 30 triéu
quyén sach, chi thua thu vién qudc hoi (library of congress) va Harvard vé chat lugng sach.

Tap chi TIME ngay 17.10.1960, v&i anh ciia Clark Kerr trén trang bia dé to sy ngudng mo vi
kién trac su tai nang cua California Master Plan, goi 6ng 1a mot “Machiavellian Quaker”, viét:
“Pai hoc California chiém linh moi thir tur nguyén tu dén vii tru.” Cau nay lam nguoi ta nhé
lai tiéng thom cua dai hoc nay da co tu dau thé ky 20: “T61 khong biét mot dai hoc nao nudi
dudng ca hai lanh vuc co khi va siéu hinh hoc thanh cong dén thé, hay dai hoc nao nhin vao
vil tru, va dong thoi dén gan v6i doi séng cua ngudi dan nhu thé; hay dai hoc nao khai quat
md cua cac Pharaoh va Inca trong khi né phat minh ra nhiing giéng cdy cho nganh nong
nghi¢p cua tuong lai.” (Slosson 1910, trong Pelfrey)

California 1a viung dat di timg c6 nhiéu cudc d6 x6 di tim vang (gold rush), dau tién nam 1849
khi mo vang dugc phat hién. Roi dén cac don dién cam quit Nam Cali, don dién nho véi ruou
vang Bic Cali cudi thé ky muoi chin. Tiép dén Hollywood, cong nghiép phim anh dau thé ky
hai muoi, sy phat trién ky nghé lién quan dén quan sy trong va sau thé chién thir hai, roi
Silicon Valley. Cudc d6 x6 tim vang gan nhit 13 cong nghiép sinh hoc, dan dau boi Stanford,
CalTech va cac campus cua Pai hoc California nhu Davis, Berkeley, UC-Francisco va UC-
San Diego. (Kerr, Memoir ) Nhung cudc d6 xo di tim vang 16n nhét chinh 1a gido duc, gido
duc dai hoc nhdm tao ra tri thirc va nhéan lyc cho cac nganh k¥ nghé cua bang. Mot tu si da
tirng nghi thay cho Cali khi 6ng dat chan dén viung dat nay, rang “Mind before Mines” (Tri tué
di trudc mo quing). (Pelfrey) Piéu d6 hon mot trim nim sau tré thanh sy that.

“Clark Kerr 1am cho gido duc dai hoc diéu ma Henry Ford da lam cho nganh xe hoi”, chu tich
Arthur Levine cua teachers college tai Pai hoc Columbia viét trén New York Times mot ngay
sau khi Kerr mét. “Ong da tao ra hang loat giao duc c6 chat lugng véi chi phi thap va tiém
ning nghién ctru cho mot qubc gia dang khao khat ca hai thi...”

ks

Chinh tri can thiép. Clark Kerr cling ‘ndi tiéng’ khong kém vé thai do cuong truc clia ong
trong viéc bao vé tu do hoc thuat. Trong nhitng bat 6n sinh vién nhitng nim 1960, Kerr tir
chéi st dung bao luc dé tran ap sinh vién tai campus va ty thuong lugng véi sinh vién, do do
da tr¢ thanh muc ti€u loai bo cua FBI thoi J. E. Hoover. Thang 2 ndm 1967, sau khi Ronald
Reagan 1én 1am thong ddc bang Cali, Clark Kerr bi budc tu rat lui ém thim, nhung ong tir
chéi 1am viéc d6 dén hai lan, ong quyét chién dau, khién cho Hoi dong quan tri ciia UC phai
ra tay sa thai ong vai ti s6 phiéu 14-8 trong d6 c6 mot phiéu cuia Reagan. Dé dap lai, mot cach
di dom, Kerr tuyén b rang 6ng roi dai hoc California y nhu lic 6ng budc vao né: “tham lira



nhiét tinh”. Nhung trong vong ban bé than thiét, 6ng cam thiy sy sa thai pha phang da lam
ton thuong ong.

“Pai hoc khéng cam két 1am cho cac ¥ tudng an toan cho sinh vién. N6 (nguoc lai) cam két
lam cho sinh vién an toan cho cac ¥ tudng. Do d6 n6 cho phép su phat biéu ty do nhit cac
quan diém trude sinh vién, tin tudng vao tri glac tbt cua ho trong viéc danh gia cac quan
diém nay. Chi bang cach nay dai hoc mai c6 thé phuc vu t6t nhat nén dan chu My.”

nhu Kerr phat biéu nam 1961 bao vé quan diém cua minh khi 6ng cho phép mét sinh vién
cdng san phat bicu tai dai hoc.

Sau khi Kerr ra di, bao loan lai n ra khlen mot nguoi chét, hang chuc nguoi khac bi thuong.
Reagan sau d6 ra Iénh dua vé binh quoc gia tién vao Berkeley, trung tim cta cac sy ndi loan.
Muoi ngay sau, gan 1.000 ngudi bi bat. “Sw hoa gidi (conciliation), toi tin thé, la cdch tiép
cdn wu viét trong thé gidi han lam” chir khong phai bao luc hodc ap dit, Kerr noi.

Ong yéu tu do, hiéu hoa va céi md, khong thich moi thtr gido diéu, theo tinh than va duc hanh
cua mot ngudi Quaker. Nhitng nguoi Quaker khéng c6 mét mé tin diéu nao cb dinh dé theo,
va cling khong cho rang con dudng cua ho 1a con dudng duy nhat. Con duong tu thén cua ho
la mQt cudgc hanh trinh dai cua trai nghiém vdéi trai tim luén ludn rdng md dé san sang don
nhén nhiing nhan thirc maoi.

T6i mudn noi diéu nay: rang mot dai hoc dugc quan ly mét phan dua trén tu do. Mot dai hoc
khong thé dugc quan Iy nhu mdt nha nudc canh sat, hay it nhat n6é khong thé dugc quan ly
nhu mdt dai hoc 7ot giong mot nha nudce canh sat.

nhu Kerr tuyén b trong budi hop bao sau khi bi bai chirc. Va mot cach gian tiép dé tra 1oi
quyén luc chinh tri 6ng phat biéu:

Va toi khong tin vao nguyén tic rang boi vi co mot thdng ddc méi nén can c6 mot chu tich
dai hoc moi. Pidu | nay khong bao gio xay ra tai cac truong dai hoc cong t6t & Hoa Ky. Ngay
ca diéu d6 ciing 15i thoi ¢ nhitg dai hoc cong tot vua phai hay yéu kém. D6 1a khia anh ty
chu (cua dai hoc). Toi tin nguoi dan cua bang nay can thau hiéu, va t6i tin phan 16n ho lam
diéu do, rang dai hoc c6 thé phung sy cho nhan dan tdt nhat khi duoc quan ly dai han bang
(nguyén tic quyén) tu chu.

Céc nhom t6n gido da timg chién d4u nhidu thé ky dé dwoc doc lap véi quyén binh chinh tri,
v6i Iy do rang ho mudn phung sy Thién Chaia chit khong phai phung sy Caesar, va t6i nghi
mot dai hoc (cling) can mot su tach biét nhu thé gi(‘Sng nhu sy tach biét gitta nha thd va nha
nudc: sy tach biét gitra dai hoc va nha nudc. Thay vi n6i phung sy Thién Chua chir khong
phai Caesar, t6i mudn néi phuc vu chéan 1y chir khéng phai mot dang phai chinh tri. (Kerr,
Memoir 1)

Tai cudc hop bdo, 6ng dugc gidi bao chi nhi¢t ligt tdn thuong dung kéo dai rat 1au, mot hién
tuong hiém thay. Kerr muon néi chan 1y véi quyén luc.

Khong phai Kerr méi gip kho khin bay gio. Khi Kerr dugc bau lam chancellor (hiéu truong)
dau tién ciia dai hoc Berkeley nam 1952, dng dé bi thim véan boi hang loat nhan vién tinh bao
ctiia Uy ban diéu tra vé nhitng hanh dong un-american’, ‘khong-My’. Ngay no, nhu ong ké,
mot ngudi la mit “budc vao vin phong, ngdi xudéng ban lam viéc cua 01, m& sO ghi chép ra,
va dat cho t6i cau hoi: ‘Ong 13 mot ngudi My 100 phan trim?’ Ti tra 10 rang t6i khong thé



tra 101 céu hoi do, trir khi 6ng dinh nghia rd ‘mét nguoi My 100 phan trim’ 1 gi. Ong nhin toi
va néi: “Bat ctr ai khong b1et mét nguoi My 100 phan trim 13 gi thi nguoi do 1a khong-My.
Roi 6ng ta dong ap quyén s0 lai, cat but, dimg 1én va di khoi van phong t61. Diéu d6 chic dem
lai mot diém den trong hd so t61.” D6 chi la mot trong rt nhiéu chuyén ong bi theo ddi. (Kerr,
Memoir 11)

skoksk

Bt én lich sit khong thé quén. Kerr 12 ngudi ty do hoa hoat dong chinh tri & campus Berkeley
khoi nhiéu giéi han ctia ngudi tién nhiém, cho phép sinh vién phat biéu ¥ kién rong rai, ké ca
nhimg sinh vién cong san. Bugc dip, phong trao vién quay chéng lai chinh Kerr, chéng lai da
dai hoc cua Kerr va nhirng gi 6ng trinh bay trong quyén sach Cdc cong dung ciia dai hoc. UC
Berkeley, trong bang xép hang ndm 1964 giira cac dai hoc nghién ciru My, duoc xem la * ‘Xuat
sdc nhat” (most distinguished) va “can d6i nhat” (best balanced) ctia quoc gia, dong thoi ciing
lai 13 cuc nam cham thu hat manh mé& nhat cic hoat dong chinh tri bat on cua sinh vién nhu
mdt ngdi phao cho mot phong trao sinh vién rong 16n trén pham vi quc gia.

Mario Savio, nguoi sinh vién 1anh dao ndi bat nhit cua Phong trao phat biéu tw do (Free
Speech Movement tai UC Berkeley, 1964-65, sau d6 chuyén thanh phong trao chéng chién
tranh Viét Nam, lan rong trén toan nuéc M¥) da kéu goi trong bai dién van lich st ¢6 tén ‘Mot
su chdm dut cho lich sir’:

“Nhung ching ta chi 1a mot mé cac nguyén liéu.. . Ding nghi ring chung ta s& dugc ché
bién thanh mot san pham! Pung nghi ring ching ta cudi cung s& duwoc mua boi nhimg
nhimg khach hang nao d6 cua Pai hoc, du 1a chinh quyén, k§ nghé, lao dong duogc to chirc,
hay ai khac! Chiing ta 1a nhimg con ngudi!l... C6 mot thdi ma sy van hanh cia c6 may da
trg nén ghé tdm, lam cho cac ban binh hoan dén tam can, réng ban khong thé tham gia dugc
nita. Cac ban ciing khong thé tham gia thy dong nita. Va ban phai ném co thé ban vao cac
banh ring, banh xe, 1én cac don bay va tit ca gudng may dé 1am cho né ngimg lai.”

Savio két an dai hoc chi 1a “xi nghiép san xudt tri thirc” ma Kerr 13 nha y thirc hé ctia né. Pai
hoc ma Kerr da mo ta trong tac pham Cdc cong dung dai hoc tré thanh muc tiéu da pha.

Nhitng bat 6n sinh vién c6 1& 13 Iy do khién cho Ronald Reagan danh chién thing bt ngo tro
thanh théng dbc California dé thuc hién cudc “dep loan” nhu 6ng da hura. Va Kerr bi ket gitra
hai lan dan cua ta va hiru. Kerr 1a nguoi tranh d4u cho tu chu cua dai hoc, va khi 1am diéu do,
ong da tré thanh mot ké “tir vi dan chu My”. Vi 6ng, dai hoc vira 1a nguoi phung sy xa hoi,
vira 12 ngudi phé phan, nén di tao ra nhitng cing thang giita dai hoc va nhitng ngudi d& dau
no.

Su cach chie Kerr da tao ra du luan phéan nd trong gidi hoc gia va sinh vién. Sinh vién biéu
tinh phang khang tai nhiéu campus. Mot biém hoa trén bao UCLA Daily Bruin vé Regean v6i
ban tay vy mau va nudc mét c4 siu, & phia sau 12 nan nhan ndm chét véi con dao ddm vao
lung, va dit vao miéng tha pham: “Sy sa thai caa TS Kerr dén véi toi trong sy ngac nhién
hoan toan”. Ho1 déng Han lam cua Berkeley tri¢u tap mot budi hop cua gidi gido chuc tai San
khau Hy Lap dé phan d6i. Tham phan t6i cao Earl Warren ctia Hoa Ky va ba lan thong ddc
California dén dy. Tai nha ong riéng 6ng & El Cerrito khach c6 thé xem ca mot burc tuong day
nhing tranh biém hoa ctia bao chi vé sy sa thai nay.

skeksk



Song mdi. Nhung tén tudi ciia Kerr khong lu mo di khi mat chire nhu thuong thiy trong doi
thudng khi con ngudi bj mét chirc, ma 6ng van tiép tuc toa sang. Puong thoi Kerr 14 nguoi
khong bao gid s¢ mat chie, va vi thé gilt dugc tinh doc 1ap ctia minh dé san sang n6i ‘khong’
hay néi c6’ khi minh mudn. Mot con ngudi tur tin vao tdm nhin, stc hiéu biét va tai ning cua
minh thi ching bao gio biét so ca. Ong chdong lai moi dé nghi tang luong thai qua cho ong tur
Hoi ddng quan tri, dé 6 ong bao vé su doc 1ap, khong so mit chirc (lwong 6ng lac mat chuc 1a
$45.000/nim), khong hé thude vao dong tién, tién cang nhiéu thi con nguoi cang dé bi s hai,
1¢ thudc, va bam viu. Ong khong ngan ngai néi “khong”, néi nguoc lai quyén luc. Ngay nay
luong cac chu tich dai hoc tén tudi Hoa Ky cé thé 1én dén ntra triéu d6 nam, chua ké céc béng
16¢ khéc ciing rat 16n (1), mot “tap tuc” ma nganh gido duc dai hoc da “tiép thu” tir thé gi6i
kinh doanh, thong qua céc cong ty thué ngudi chuyén nghi¢p, nhu nguoi ta trach cu.

Triét 1y cua Kerr co tién 1&. Chu tich Eliot ctia Harvard di timg bién d@)ng luong thép thanh
dike hanh quoc gia. Trong bai dién vin nham chic nim 1869 ong Vlet duom net triét 1y hy
sinh cua t6n gido: “Su ngheo khé cua cac hoc gia la vo gia trong qudc gia tién dang vo nay.
N6 gin giir cac tiéu chuan ciia dirc hanh va danh gia. Nhimng thay dong nghéo kho, chir khong
phai cic giam muc, 14 nhimg ngudi ctru rdi nha thd. Cac hoc gia nghéo kho, va nha thuyét
phap vé bon phan, bao v€ cong déng hién dai chéng lai su phén vinh vét chét cta no. Su xa xi
va hoc thuat 1a nhiing ké dong givong di mong.” (Rudolph)

Nguoi ta cho rang 6ng dan dan ‘dugc biéu twong hoa’ (canonized) trong lanh vuc gido duc dai
hoc. Puoc cac dai hoc Harvard va Stanford moi, nhung Kerr chon vi tri nguoi dimg dau cua
Uy ban Carnegie vé Gigo duc Pai hoc tir 1967-73, va cua té chirc tiép theo 1a Hoi d@)ng
Carnegie vé Nghién ctru Chinh sach, noi 6ng da cong bd mot loat sach cé gia tri vé& gido duc
dai hoc. Trong vong 13 nam hoat dong tai Uy ban va Hoi dong Quy Carnegie vé gido duc dai
hoc, hon 140 tap nghién ctru va binh luan vé gido duc dai hoc dugc xuat ban, nhiéu thir trong
d6 duge chinh Kerr viét hay thdo ra. D6 1a mdt cong trinh khdo sat toan dién nhét vé giao duc
dai hoc chua tirng 6.

Ngoai ra 6ng ciling cho xuat ban nhiéu quyen sach cia riéng ong tiép theo Cdc cong dung ciia
dai hoc, dic biét hai quyén Memoir vao cubi doi ong, dic két lai nhimg trai nghiém cia 6ng
trong thoi gian hoat dong tai Berkeley va Pai hoc California, 1949-1967, b sach rat ¢ gia
tri. TAt ca nhirng bai viét cua ong déu toat ra tinh than khai sang, tinh hoc thuat cao va co suc
truyén cam himg manh mé cho nguoi doc.

Thoi gian tréi di mang lai sy ddnh gid mdi vé phong trio ndi loan cia sinh vién va Kerr.
Thang 5, 1974, Kerr dugc Hoi déng quan tri ci lam President Emeritus va ca ngoi la ‘mdot
trong nhitng nguoi khong 16 ctia nén gido duc My’. Ba thap ky sau, phong trao sinh vién duoc
phuc hoi. Nhitng bac thém di 1én Giang dudng Sproul, noi Mario Savio di ting doc dién vin
kéu goi triét ha dai hoc, dugc mang tén Nhitng bdc thém Mario Savio. Tai budi 1 dat tén, mot
din gia da noi 1én niém hy vong rang “mdi thé hé cia sinh vién Berkeley s& dé ra mot phan
s6 nguoi chong ddi, ndi loan, khudy rdi hoa binh, rang ho s& tiép tuc kich dong, rang ho sé& thir
thach su kién nhan va long khoan dung cta dai hoc. Strc khoé thuc su cta dai hoc, sy lanh
manh va sy sdng con thuc sy ciia qudc gia chung ta tuy thude vao do.” (Pelfrey)

Vao mot ngay mua thu 1994, trong budi 1& ky niém nim thi ba muoi ciia Phong trdo phat
biéu tw do, khi Kerr di ngang qua Sproul Plaza cua campus Berkeley, mét cuu sinh vién timg
tham gia nhitng cudc biéu tinh nim 1964 tién dén choang tay Ién hai vai 6ng, va noi: “T61 da
nudi hy vong dén dé duoc gip ong, dé noi voi ong rang néu 6ng khong mang dén Berkeley su



phat biéu ty do va giir cho campus mé rong ctra cho su phat biéu ty do mua thu nim 1964, thi
chung t6i s€ khong bao gid ¢6 dugc phong trao phat biéu tu do.” (Kerr, Memoir 11)

Kerr ¢6 phai 1a “cong san” hay “than cong” khong nhu FBI da gdn? Vao mdt ngay ciia nam
1934 Kerr dy mot dai hoi sinh vién gan UCLA, duoc t6 chirc dudi anh huong cia dang cong
san My. Ong ngdi canh mot nir sinh toc nau vang kha an tuong tén Catherine ‘Kay’
Spaulding. Trong khi ho im lang theo ddi cac nguoi cuia dang chiém linh dién dan, Catherine
chuyén cho Kerr mot mau giay viét tay: “Anh c6 phai 1a cong san khong?” Kerr dap lai:
“Khong”. Catherine viét tiép: “Em ciing khong”. Tam thang sau, ho cudi nhau vao Giang
Sinh nam do.

Kerr mat trong mét gidc ngl yén lanh vao ngay 1 thang 12, 2003 tai nha riéng trén ddi cua
thanh phé El Cerrito, California, nhin ra khu vinh San Francisco, va Pai hoc California,
campus Berkeley, huong tho 92 tudi. Ong bi thuwong khi té hai tuan trudc dé. Kerr dé lai vo,
hai con trai, mot gai va nhiéu chau, cting v6 s6 ban be, dong nghiép, hoc tro va ngudi ngudng
md Ong.

“Clark Kerr 12 mét nguoi khong 16 ciia nganh giao duc dai hoc My; va toan cong dong Dai
hoc California cing dau budn vé su ra di ciia 6ng. Ong 1a cha nhiém cta cong dong gido duc
dai hoc khong nhiing cua California, ma con cua nudc My, va ching ta s€ mai mai chiu on
ong vé nhitng dong gdp ngoai hang ma ong da 1am cho sy trac viét gido duc va co hoi.”
(Robert C. Dynes, cyu chu tih UC)

“Clark Kerr 1a mot chinh khach xuat sic nhat ciia qudc gia trong gido duc dai hoc, ndi tiéng
thé gi¢i khong nhimg 1a mot hoc gia va nha lanh dao han 1am, ma con mét nha nghién ctru,
mdt cdy but sdu sac v€ vai tro cua giao duc dai hoc trong xa hoi. Ong da 1am hon bat ctr ai dé
dua hé thong UC 1én con duong dén hién trang nhu ngay nay - khdi cong dong tri thirc hang
dau cia thé gisi” - nhu cyu chu tich UC Richard Atkinson phat biéu trong 1& cong bd Cdc bai
giang Clark Kerr vé vai tro ciia gido duc dai hoc trong xd héi, (The Clark Kerr Lectures On
the Role of Higher Education in Society) dugc thanh 1ap nam 2001 dudi sy bao trg cua Trung
tam Nghién ctru Gido duc dai hoc tai Campus Berkeley.

Kerr khong nhitng phung sy dai hoc ma con phung su dat nude ong, véi tu cach la thanh vién
cua nhiéu ty ban duéi thoi Tong thong Eisenhower, Kennedy va Johnson vé cac muc tiéu
quéc gia, chu tich “Cac trién vong toan cau vé gido duc” mudi nim, va cha tich Uy ban Qubc
gia vé mot cude dan Xép chinh tri tai Viét Nam, don ctr vai truong hop.

Ong duoc ngudng m¢ nhu mot nha tu tuong 16n, uyén tham. Tam nhin sang sua, logic va
thuyet phuc ciia 6ng vé nhitng trién vong va van dé cua gido duc dai hoc di anh hudéng nhiéu
thé hé cua nhiing nha lanh dao chinh tri va gido duc. Kerr c6 biét tai “nhin vao hang nui thong
tin va nhdn ra cic mau van cing xu hudng trong khi nhimg ngudi khac chi thiy mot mé dir
kién va thong ké 16n xon.” (Pelfrey) “Ong c6 ning luc ludn ludn nim bat bitc tranh Iém bit
ludn chu dé gi 6ng theo ddi” (Neil Smelser, trong Rothblatt 2012).

Dai hoc UC Santa Barbara tran trong khic cau néi cia Kerr: Bai hoc khéng cam két lam cho
cdc y tuong an toan cho sinh vien 1én chiéc chudng treo tai Thap Storke, nhu lic ndo ciing
mudn nhic nhé. Mot tiéu campus tai UC Berkeley duoc mang tén 6ng. Cau lac bd cua hoi
ddng giang vién Berkeley c6 nha hang mang tén Clark Kerr, trong d6 c6 mot moén “Pic san
Clark Kerr”.



“Clark Kerr thong thuong khong dugce xem 1a mot nha dao dtirc. Ty 6ng duong nhu da lam
giam uy tin ¥ tuong khi éng viét trong cac bai giang Godkin cua nim 1963 trinh bay tai
Harvard réng da dai hoc 1a mot “tat yéu lich sir” khong can mot nha tho dé ca ngoi nd. Nhung
hd so cudc séng dang ngac nhién cia dng va nhimg dong gop ngoai hang cua 6ng trong do
cho lich sur cua nhiing gia tri Hoa Ky dé dao ngugc két luan d& 1am nham 1an kia. Ong thyc sy
la mdt nha dao duc, va cling glong nhirg nha dao duc khac, 6ng trai nghiém nhing su that
vong mot cach nhiét tinh, va chién du dé giir lai mot cam giac lac quan vé tuong lai cua dai
hoc nghién cru. Ong yéu Pai hoc California, nhung ong khong phai 1a mot nguoi nang do
khong phé phan. Tinh yéu dau tién cua ong thuc té chinh 1a nén déan chu My, va cudc doi ong
dugc danh hét cho viée tim ra nhiing cau trac va hé thong cho phép ca nén gido duc dai hoc
hoan thanh 16i thé udc qubc gia vé co hoi, cong bang, va tén trong phung sy cong. Néu
khéng c6 nhirng nha tho ca ngoi da dai hoc thi ¢6 nhiéu ngudi s& ca ngoi da dai hoc cia 6ng”
nhu Sheldon Rothblatt, Gido su Emeritus lich str, Nguyén gido déc Trung tim Nghién ctru
Giéo duc dai hoc, UC Berkeley, phat biéu trong 1& ky niém mot nam sau khi Kerr mét (Trong
Remembering Clark Kerr).

“Cudc doi cua Kerr 1a mot ban di chuc cua niém tin vao 1y tinh, su thuyét phuc, tao d@)ng
thuan, vao sy tuong tac cua nhiing y tudng, va chung ct, trong su ton trong nhau - sy hién
than cua cac quyén ty do han 1am ma 6ng da cam két dich than va chuyén nghiép. D6 1a “Cac
cong dung cua dai hoc” ma 6ng da dan than, va vi thé, d6i 1ap lai nhitng sy lam dung cta nd
dua trén cac phuong tién quyén lyc va cudng birc cua sy “thuyét phuc” hon 1a trén cac dién
dat bang 1y tinh ctia y mudn con ngudi ma vi diéu d6 Kerr s& duoc tuong nhé dén dai lau. Hay
dé cho anh sang hi¢én 1én. Fiat Lux.” (Gardner, Chu tich emeritus ctia Dai hoc California va
DPai hoc Utah.)

Ong lién lac véi tri thire va hoc gia hai ngoai, va ho 1am nhiing cudc hanh huong dé duoc gip
ong. Ong dugc biét dén nhiéu & chau Au, chau A, chdu My La tinh, va thuong xuyén duoc
moi dién thuyét, tham vén, c6 van cho cac dong nghiép va chinh phu. Ong la thanh vién cua
Hoi dong quan tri cia Pai hoc Hong Kéng nhimng nim 1960.

Ong d3 c6 nhiéu trai nghiém lich stir & nhimg mdc quan trong, ching kién sinh vién va giang
vién Pirc timg ung hd Nazi trong nhitng nam 1930, sy 1én ngdi cta phong trao hong vé binh &
Trung qubc nhitng nam 1960, va phong trao Zengakuren ¥ ¢ Nhat Ban thoi chién tranh Viét
Nam qua nhitng chuyén thim cac dai hoc Nhat Ban. (Gardner)

Nam 1968, Phan khu Berkeley ciia Hoi dong Han 1am (Academic Senate) ctia Dai hoc
California cho ra doi ‘Giai thuong Clark Kerr’ vé1 Huy chuong Clark Kerr danh cho nhirng
hoc gia c6 dong gop xudt sic cho nganh gido duc dai hoc. Trong danh sach dai nhing nguoi
dugc giai, ngoai chinh ong ra c6 nhitng nhan vat tén tudi nhu Thuong nghi si J. William
Fulbright, nguoi sang 1ap Chuong trinh Fulbright, Sir Eric Ashby, James Bryant Conant, cuu
chu tich Harvard, David Riesman, cyu gido su xa hoi hoc Harvard, Derek Bok, cuu chu tich
Harvard, Henry Rosovsky cua Harvard, Frank H. T. Rhodes ctia Cornell, Yuan T. Lee, gido
su hoa tai UC Berkeley, gidi Nobel 1986, Harold T. Shapiro, William G. Bowen, hai cyu chu
tich Princeton. Nam 1964, Hiép hoi cac Gido su Hoa Ky (AAUP) cong nhan 6ng Gidi thudng
Alexander Meiklejohn cho nhitng dong gop ciia ong vao Tw do hoc thudt. Ong nhan duoc
nhiéu phan thuéng danh du khéc tir cac dai hoc ctia Hoa Ky va hai ngoai.

2l Zangakuren, tén tit ctia "Toan Nhat Ban Hoc sinh Ty tri hoi Tong Lién Hiép" (All-Japan League of Student
Self-Government), 1a mot hoi doan sinh vién cyc ta, di to chirc nhitng biéu tinh bao dong sudt nhitng nim 1960
chéng chién tranh Viét Nam. Tong théng Eisenhower co lan du dinh dén tham Nhat Ban nhung di quyét dinh
khong cho may bay dap xuéng do nhom nay t6 chirc biéu tinh tai phi truong. TS chirc nay hién nay van con hoat
dong.



Sinh thoi Kerr rat yéu thién nhién. Ong thich tréng nhimg hang hoa dep cho vo ngim, va
nhimg céy tao ma 6ng yéu thich. Lon 1én trén nong trai tao ¢ Pennsylvania, ong c6 dac diém
rat thich tdo; nguoi ta bao rang tir luc tudi teen, Kerr da c6 kha ning phéan biét dén nam muoi
loai cay tao khac nhau vao mua dong khi cay da tryi la. Dé vinh danh 6 ong vé kha nang tri thuc
dac biét nay, Dai hoc bang Pennsylvania liy tén 6ng dit cho vuon tao c¢b xua ciia minh. Téo
tuong trung cho i thire va su bat tir. Ngay 20 thang 2, 2004, nhiing gio tao dep d& dung cac
loai tao ma 6ng wa thich dugc trung bay trén trong trong 18 twong niém day y nghia danh cho
6ng. Nhitng dong gop tri tu¢ cua Clark Kerr cho nén Pai hoc California, va ctia ca Hoa Ky, 1a
bat tur.

PHU LUC

VE COLLEGE HOA KY

Phép thir ciia mét nén vin minh dwoe xdy dwng trén tir do la cong dung ma con nguwoi
lam tir tw do ma ho hwong dwoc. Do la mot sy that bai khong chi khi con ngu’o"i S
dung né dé lam nhitng viéc sai trai, ma con khi ho sir dung tir do dé khong lam gl hét,
hay lam it nhw ¢é thé dii dé bao dam cudc song ho trong tién nghi cdc nhan. Piéu nay
diing cho cdc thé ché ching ta nhw mét tong the va cho college Hoa Ky ndi riéng...
Cugc chién cua vian minh khéng con dwoc tién hanh nita ¢ chién truong ma o
workshop, trén ban lam viéc, trong phong thi nghiém, va thu vién...Viéc cot yéu trong
nén van minh la sy chuan bi sdn sang ciia tudi tré cho cong viéc cia thé gidi; khong
phai chi ¢6 sw cung cap phong phii vit liéu, ma la mét san pham dwoc dic trong
nhitng dang mdu tot nhat, dwoc téi va hoan thanh véi mire d¢ cao nhat cia sw hoan
thién.
A.Lawrence Lowell
trong mot dién tlr trude sinh vién méi ciia Yale, 1916

Doi chut vé lich sir cta danh tir college ¢ 1& dé gitup ching ta hiéu thém gido duc dai hoc My.
Danh tir college 6 My co nhiéu nghia, ngoai mot loai truong dic biét co tinh chuyén mén bac cao,
nhung thong dung nhét 14 cac truong cia gido duc dai hoc (sau trung hoc phé thong) nam trong
mot dai hoc (university college), mot phan khoa nhu ludt hay kinh té (con duoc goi 1a “truong”,
school).., hoic mot college doc lap. Vi thé ngudi ta hay gip danh tir d6i “collleges and
universities”. Trong ngdn ngit dai chiing college 4m chi ca college 1an dai hoc.

Cai thudng dugc goi “dai hoc cong dong” 1a cac community colleges ma ngudi My goi trong hé
thdng céc colleges va universities ctia ho, ¢ ngudn ngde tir Qui hoach tong thé (Master Plan) ciia
bang California nhitng nim 1960, sau d6 lan toa dén nhiéu bang khac, nham phan biét chirc ning
cua h¢ nay (2 ndm) so vdi cac hé 4 nam (State colleges, dai hoc bang) va cac (vién) dai hoc
nghlen ctru (University) dao tao tién si. Quy hoach téng thé nham dap ing su tang vot cua s6 sinh
vién sau thé chién thi hai, tao diéu kién cho moi ngudi duoc 1én dai hoc néu mudn.

Tir college 1a hoi *khé dich’ sang tiéng Viét. Nguoi ta khong goi 1a dai hoc ma Williams college,
Ambherst college, Swarthmore college, 1a nhiing college vé liberal arts (gido duc khai phong hay
nhan vin, xoay quanh di san vin héa cta van minh phuong Tay), ma diéu kién vao d6 ciing kho
khong kém diéu kién vao Harvard, Yale, Columbia (Vii Quang Viét). C6 18 nén Viét nam hoa nd
thanh ‘colleg’ chang, nhu thé dugc phii hop véi cach goi ctia Hoa Ky.
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College 1a mét dac thu cua nén giao duc Hoa Ky. O chau Au, hoc sinh trung hoc khi budc ra khoi
lycée hay gymnasium thi s& 1én thang dai hoc ma khong c6 “l6p dém” college. Phan nhan vin da
dugc dua vao nhitng nam cudi cia phd thong rdi. O Anh gido duc nhan vin chi danh cho mot
thiéu s tinh hoa. (Devane) O My college c6 nhiém vu gido duc nhan vian cho cép ctr nhin
(undergraduate).

Gi4o duc dai hoc Hoa Ky khoi dau gan nhu cung lac voi su bat dau cua hai giai doan lich str quan
trong ctia chau Au 13 cudc cach mang khoa hoc va “thoi dai cua 1y tinh” (age of reason). Tac
phém Poi thogi gitta hai h¢ théng chinh cua Galilei dugc xuit ban nim 1632, chi bdn nim trudc
ngay thanh lap college Harvard (1636); tac pham ké tiép Discorsi cta Galilei vé co hoc xuét ban
nam 1637, mot nam sau Harvard. Tac phém Principia ciia Newton ra doi nam 1687, va tiéu luan
vé sy hiéu biét cia con nguoi cia John Locke (An Essay Concerning Human Understanding) xuét
ban nim 1690, ba nim trudc ngay thanh 1ap cua college thtr hai, William & Mary. Thé ky mudi
bay va mudi tam 1a thoi ky 1ap quéc ciia Hoa Ky.

Céc cac nha giao duc dai hoc My, nhiing nguoi da tfmg t6t nghiép tai cac college Oxford va
Cambridge, thanh lap khong phai dai hoc ngay ma da so 1a college, m6 phong theo cac college
Anh 1 nhing cong déng nho don 1¢é ¢6 chd a an ¢ cho sinh vién va thay gi4o; cac chuong trinh gido
duc ciing md phong theo cac chwong trinh ¢b ngir, kinh thanh, van chuong hay khoa hoc khong-
thuc nghiém cua Cambridge va Oxford da co tur thé ky 12 va 13, dya trén hoc thudc long. Ban
than ctia hai dai hoc Anh nay vao thé ky 17, 18 va 19 ciing chi 1a nhiing college chir khong phai 1a
dai hoc 16n. Cac collge My ban dau c6 trinh d6 gido duc chi cao hon trudng trung hoc phd thong
mot chat. Mot diéu nghe hoi nghich 1y 13 cac truong nay lai dwoc thanh lap ngay & nhimg ving
m&i con it dan dinh cu va chua c6 hé théng gido duc phd thong. (Devane) Harvard khi thanh l1ap
nam 1636 chi 1a mot college rat nho. Lop hoc dau tién ¢6 chin sinh vién, cac hoc vién hoc chung
khoang mu6i moén hoc, tat ca déu do vi hiéu truéng day.

College thuong duge vi nhu “trai tim” cua giao duc nhan vin My. Vi ngudn gbc gido duc nhan
van xuat phat tir ¢, va mot phan tir cac college hom nay Woodrow Wilson, véi tur cach 1a (cuu)
chu tich cua dai hoc Princeton da timg ¢ néi rang college “khong phai 1a noi mot thanh nién tim
thdy nghé minh, ma 13 noi anh ta tim thay chinh minh.” (Gonzalez) Wilson di c6 ky vong “bién
cac thanh nién chang suy nghi, chi biét thuc hién nhiém wvu, thanh nhimg con nguoi biét tu duy”.
Gido dyc nhan van c6 moéi lién hé voi vi thé xa hoi. Pay 1a truyén théng gido duyc cua ly tuong Hy
Lap vé su phat trién toan dién con ngudi. Cac gia dinh gidu c6 thudng mudn cung cip cho con cai
minh gido duc nhan van, véi ky vong vao nhiing vi tri xa hoi cao.

Thé hé cac cha lap quéc Hoa Ky, nhu Jefferson, Adams, Madison...dugc dao tao tur cac truong
grammar school, tiép dén tai cac colleges, trong van hod Hy-La. Grammar ¢ ddy khong phai la
van pham t1eng Anh, ma chu yéu van pham tiéng Hy Lap va La tinh. O d6 hoc sinh dugc day
nhiéu tac gia c6 dai Hy-La tir nguyén ngit, nhu Demosthenes, Cicero, Herodotus, Thycydides,
Plato, Caesar, Tacitus, Sallust, Cato...Tham chi tiéng Anh khong duoc day ¢ do, vi tam quan
trong cua van hoa Hy-La cho tudi tré. College thuong doi hoi thém ba nam nita tiéng Hy Lap va
La tinh. Cac vi cha 1ap qudc Hoa Ky 1a nhitng ngudi chiu anh huong rat 16n ctia van hoa Hy-La
trong tu tuong va hanh dong ctia minh (cting nhu chiu anh huong khoa hoc rat 16n cia Newton va
Locke). R6i ho khuyen khich cac con em minh tiép tuc hoc van hoa Hy-La. (Richard) Douglas
Bush da chi ra rang ¢ chéu Au (it ra tir thoi Phuc Hung dén thé ky mudi tam) ciing trén nén vin
hoa c6 dai nay ma da ndy sinh ra nhiing nha tu tuong 16n doc déo nhu Copernicus, Kepler,
Galilei, Machiavelli, Rabelais, Montaigne, Erasmus, Spencer, Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton va mot
chudi khac. (Bell)



Cac collge c6 muc dich phat trién mot y thure cia su théng nhét tai mot dit nudc méi qui tu con
ngudi tir nhidu qudc gia khac nhau cta chau Au. College phat trién hoc thuat, chién dau chong lai
ngu dot va hoang da. Colleg 14 su hd trg cho nha nudc. N6 tao cong dan, long trung thanh, theo
tiéng goi cua luwong tdm va tin ngudng. College dao tao nghé nghiép va mot dao quan nha giao.
College “lam cho con nguoi nguoi hon, nhan van nhan ban hon; tang cuong nghi luan vé Iy tinh,
tri tué va tin ngudng, va dé nhom 1én cac ddm lira dan duong ciia chan Iy trén tit ca cac dinh cao
clia sy ton tai” nhu chu tich cua hoi dong quan tri college California dién ta nam 1868. (Rudolph)

Trong hai thé ky 17 va 18, céc college Hoa Ky c6 mot su chuyén bién nhét dinh theo huéng khoa
hoc. Tuy xudt phat tir gido duc van hoa Hy La nhu mét tat yéu lich sir dudi tac dong ctua Phuc
Hung va cua gido duc dai hoc thoi Trung co (triét hoc va khoa hoc cua Aristote), nhung khoa hoc,
thé hién qua triét hoc tu nhién, thAm nhap déan theo hudng hién dai. HE théng Ptolemy trong thién
van bi “khai tr’” nhanh chdong tai Harvard nam 1659, duoc thay vao do béng hé théng Copernice.
Triét hoc tu nhién theo huéng Newton dugc phat trién. Khoa hoc tu nhién va toan hoc bat dau
khoi dong khi college William & Mary thanh 1ap chiéc ghé giao sw mon triét hoc tw nhién va toan
hoc vao nam 1711. Yale cling di theo Locke, Newton va Copernice.

Céc college dap tng t6t viéc ddo tao nhan sy 1anh dao cho nha thd va nha nude, cung cip cac nha
than hoc, bac si, luat su, chinh tri gia cho dén dau thé ky 19, khi cac college t6 ra cung nhéc va tri
hoan moi sy d6i méi. Nhung phai doi dén cudc but pha cudi thé ky muoi chin cdc mon khoa hoc
m&i that sy tham nhap vao gido duc dai hoc. Su phat trién dat nudc sau cudc ndi chién dit nhimg
doi héi méi cho cudc xay dung cong nghiép hoa. Cudc cach mang cong nghiép thir hai, cach
mang cong nghé, ¢ chau Au tir gitra thé ky 19 dién ra manh mé&. Gido trinh c¢6 dién khong con
thuyét phuc. Luat giao dat ra doi ndm 1862 nham thay doi tinh hinh, khuyén khich cic nganh tmg
dung cho nong nghiép va kinh té. Y twong dai hoc bit dau bén ré. Nudc Dirc, véi cac dai hoc theo
kiéu méi (Humboldt), “thii d6 cua tri thirc” cua thé gidi, tao ra khoa hoc, cong nghé va chuyén
gia, anh huong 16n 1én Hoa Ky. Hang ngan thanh nién My d6 x6 di Duc dé duoc dao tao, va di
mang vé nhiing ¥ tudng cai cach cac college theo hudng nghién ciru khoa hoc, dao tao sinh vién
graduate. Hé thng tu chon cac mon hoc (elective system), theo tinh thin Lernfireiheit cia
Humboldt, 1a mot sy phdn hoa manh mé gitra nhan van va khoa hoc. Khoa hoc tr¢ thanh mot “ddi
thu” canh tranh “nguy hiém” cho nhan van. “Su khac biét co ban gitta mot college va dai hoc la
cach nhin cua ca hai. Pai hoc nhin phia truéc con college thi nhin vé& phia sau” nhu Edwin
Slosson viét nam 1910 (Thelin). Nhung céc college di lam mot cudc tién hoa. !

31 Tai Anh, tir sau giita thé ky mudi chin, Cambridge va Oxford ciing chuyén dong, tuy chdm hon, it nhiét tinh
hon Hoa Ky, theo huéng mé hinh Puc cua hoc thuat ty do va nghién ctru han 1am. Mot sy bién minh méi cho
giao duc phong khoang hinh thanh: d6 1a sy di tim chén ly, khong phai chan ly vinh ctru, ma chan ly bat chot,
dua trén dir kién va nguon goc Su xuét hién ctia Nguon goc cdc lodi ciia Darwin thiic day cac dai hoc Anh roi bo
gido duc nhén van c6 dién dé chuyén sang dai hoc nghién ctru nhu Ptrc. Huxley quan niém “gido duc nhan vin”
(liberal education) can dugc hudng vao viée ting truong tri thirc con ngudi, va duoc “xdy dung trén niém tin
khong do dy rang viéc st dung tu do 1y tinh, theo phuong phap khoa hoc, 13 phuong phép duy nhat dé dat dén
chan 1y.” (Kimball) N6i dung cua gido duc nhan vin di c6 nhitng budc chuyén qua cac thoi dai, tir paideia cia
Hy Lap sang humanitas ciia La M 16i artes liberales (liberal arts) cta thoi trung cd, humanism thdi Phuc Hung,
Bildung cia P du thé ky 19, va dién bién véi nhing thay ddi tuy thoi cho dén hom nay. Muc dich cua gido
duc nay ban ddu 1 tao hinh mot con nguwoi toan dién (the whole man), than thé va tim hon (body and soul), giac
quan va ly tri (sense and reason), tinh cach va tinh than (character and mind), xem con ngudi la mot chu the tuyet
d6i, khong phai 1a © ‘nhig chiéc rang banh xe trong cd may chinh tri, hay cac con ong thanh vién trong t6 ong”.
Gi4o duc nhén van chi nhim tol con ngudi ty n6 ma khong quan tim dén nghé nghiép hay k¥ thuat. Con ngu(n
phai théng thao céc tac pham cd dién, phai an n01 nhu nhitng nha hung blen va phai ly lun nhu nhimng triét gia
(Marrou). Mbi thoi va hoan canh lich sir c6 cai “gio gido duc nhan van” riéng, voi mot sé muc tiéu nhat dinh
xuét phét tir tinh than cta paideia. O La M4, muc tiéu cia giao duc 1a phuc vu Nha nuée, Nha nude La M, tuy
van theo tinh thin nhan vin cua thoi Hy lap hoa (Hellenistic). Sau khi Dé ché tré thanh Ki t6 gido, né phuc vu
Thién Chua. O Hoa Ky giita cudc Noi chién va Thé chién II, nguoi ta hiéu gido duc khai phong (liberal
education) 1a c6 muc dich giai phong (liberating) tri tu¢ con ngudi, lam cho noé ty do. Hai chit /iberal va
liberating dugc hleu la dong nghia v6i nhau, nhu J. Dewey nhén xét (Kimball). Tuy nhién, /egacy mudn thuo
clia cia gido duc cd dai dé lai cho thé gidi 1a “Gido duc c6 dién van tiép tuc ké cho chung ta nghe rang khong ¢



Nguoi ta co thé phan biét hai giai doan lich str. Giai doan tir 1636-1870, & d6 chuong trinh hoc co6
tinh chat “khai phong”, tap trung vao di san vin héa ctia nén vin minh phuong Tay, tao ra cac
nghé duong thoi nhu muc su, bac si, luat sw, nha gido. Giai doan thir hai tir 1870-1960 nham tao
ra tri thire mdi, dao tao v6n nhan lyc (human capital) dé ing dung khoa hoc, cong nghé vao kinh
té, dé tang truong GDP va thu nhap c4 nhan. Chuong trinh hoc it huong dén van hoa ma dén “tri
thirc hitu dung” (knowledge for use) nhiéu hon, phan 16n cac khoa hoc tu nhién va khoa hoc xa
hoi. (Missions of the College Curriculum)

Su phat trién vii bao cta khoa hoc va chuyén mén hoé thé ky hai muoi da lam giam nhe di vai tro
cua giao duc nhan van tai cac colleges. Nhan van khong dugc xem la hitu dung, va su chuyén
mon hoa dé nhanh chéng tro thanh chuyén gia hay c6 nghé nghiép som da thu ngan, don nén lai
va ¢ dong hon ndi dung ctia cac mon nhéan van. Céc gido trinh ¢ thé so sanh vdi cac gido trinh
can ban cua college dugc dua xudng trudng trung hoc cap ba. Nhan cach khong c6 du thoi gian va
vat ligu dé chin mui. Sy cham lo va rén luyén tinh than cho sinh vién giam sut. Sy thu hoach kién
thirc m&i nhdm t&i mot sy thanh cong nhanh 13 quan trong hon. Tri thirc khoa hoc & Anh tir thoi
Newton da ting truéng nhan doi ctr khoang mudi 1am nim mot lan, nay chi con mudi nim & My
mot 1an. Con ngudi phai chay theo vén tdc phat trién va giam di sy phat trién chiéu siu cua tinh
than va nhan céch. So luong sinh vién trong 16p cang déng. Su giang day ngay cang it c6 tinh chat
c4 nhan hon. Mot sé dai hoc 16n phai st dung dén mot sb luong sinh vién graduate 16n dé cham
soc sinh vién undergraduate. Nguoi ta bao nén gido duc dang “ban som lua gibng”. “Dimg dé ho
in vao lua giéng ciia ho”, Emerson noi, ham ¥ rang sinh vién chua thé du strc dé tro thanh “nhimg
nguoi 16n tré” trude khi chung qua hét thoi nién thiéu. (Van Doren) C6 ngudi lo ngai rang phai
ching nuéc My dang mudn quay lai nén gido duc khong co colleges cua Phap, Duc? (Devane)
Mot cach nghich 1y, trong khi pham vi gido duc tong quét (general education) & Hoa Ky bi thu lai
¢6 loi cho sy chuyén mon hoa hep, thi ¥ tuong gido duc tong quat trd nén duoc ua thich hon tai
Anh, déc bi¢t tai bay truong dai hoc méi dugc thanh 1ap trong nhitng nam 1960. (Bell)

Cac college, tuy yéu long m¢ dao hon tri thirc, danh wu tién cho tinh cach hon hoc thuét, nhung
chua bao gio két than véi ngu dot. (Rudolph)

Pai hoc ngay nay cang cam két theo dinh hudng k¥ tri, nhu Bell viét: nghé nghiép, chuyén nghiép
va phung sy xa hoi, nhung mét khac né con ¢6 vai tro humanitas, nhan van ma tuyén thong ciia nd
dang co nguy co bi quét di boi nhimg dong nude chay xiét. Cac college nhan van (liberal arts L)
van con vai tro quan trong trong gido duc dai hoc nhu nhung cai neo dé giir lai hon nhan van, vi
cai “minh triét von tiém tang va an nau trong ban nang” can qua trinh “chin mui Ve tri thirc mot
cach tu nhién” trong sinh vién von con dang mang trong minh “thu tinh” tu nhién cia tudi thanh
nién (‘adolescent beast’). (Devane, Bell) Gido duc nhan vén ciing con nhim “giai phong mot con
ngudi 16n (adult) trong dira tré”. Sy thu ngén lai cac ndm college, ting téc dua mot dira tré nhanh
chong vao truong graduate, diéu d6 khong chi hity hoai ddi v6i college ma con dang lo ngai hon,
¢6 thé huy hoai d6i voi ban than sinh vién. (Bell)

California, Xudn Quy Ty, 2013,
Puoc bo sung tai TP Ho Chi Minh.

Tai lieu tham khao

hinh thai chinh quyén nao, khong nganh tri thirc ndo, khong mon k¥ thuat nio, s& try thanh vinh vién 1a ctru canh
cua ty nd; boi vi cac thir d6 duoc tao ra bdi con nguoi, va duge xem nhu dé phuc vu con ngudi, nén chung phai
luén ludn, du két qua cua chung thé nao, phuc tung vao cach ma chung dugc sir dung cho mdt gia tri tdi cao:
nhan loai.” (Marrou).

4 Liberal arts cb khac v6i humanities d6i chit & chd cai sau c6 thém phan lich sir va nhin manh cua cic mén
huing bién (rhetoric) va triét hoc dao duc (moral philosphy). (Sanz & Bergan)
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